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Baptisms:  Parents are expected to be registered parishioners who attend weekly Mass. Please call the Office to 
arrange for the Baptism & pre-Baptismal Instructions. Classes are scheduled as needed. 
Marriage: Diocesan Policy states that those considering reception of the Sacrament of Matrimony must meet 
with the Pastor at least 6 months before a desired wedding date. No date should be set before meeting with the 
Pastor. Pre-Cana Instructions are required. Please call the Office for more information. 
RCIA: Please call the Office to arrange Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults instruction for adults/older children 
wishing to become members of the Catholic Church. 
Anointing of the Sick/Hospital Calls:  Please notify the Office of those sick or hospitalized.  Due to the 
pandemic, we are not making regular hospital visits, but a priest will administer the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick when needed. 
Religious Education: Grades 1-6 Classes meet in Good Shepherd Academy, 316 N. Maple Avenue, Kingston, 
each Sunday, September-May, 9:15-10:20 AM. Classes for Grades 7 & 8 meet in Bergan Hall, 335 N. Maple Ave., 
Kingston, on alternating Sundays from 6:30 to 7:30 PM.  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Monsignor David L. Tressler  Pastor 

Reverend Shawn M. Simchock Assistant Pastor 

Deacon Gerard P. Pernot  Deacon 

Ms. Deirdre Drinkall  Notre Dame Intern/Pastoral Associate 

Visiting Clergy 

 Reverend James Alco  Reverend Daniel Issing, C.S.C.   

 Reverend Robert Sickler 

St. Ignatius Loyola Staff 
Mrs. Carmella Faust Director of Liturgical Music 
 Co-Director of Religious Education 
Ms. Shannon Kowalski Youth Minister  
 Live Stream Coordinator 
Ms. Mary Lewis Office Manager 
Mrs. Jennifer Carey Receptionist 
Mr. William Gross Maintenance/Cemetery 
Mr. Matt Fiske Sacristan 

Holy Family Parish Staff 
Mrs. Linda Houck Director of Worship 
 Office Manager 
Ms. Diane Janoski Co-Director of Religious Education 
Mr. Ronald Mackiewicz Church Maintenance 
Mr. Marc Kolendowicz Sacristan 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Cardoni Food Pantry Coordinators 
Mrs. Sue Monico Community Hall Manager 
Mrs. Joan Rupp Cemetery Caretaker 

We, the blended Catholic community of 
St. Ignatius, draw strength from Word 
and Sacrament, especially in the 
celebration of the Eucharist.  Modeling 
Christ’s work, we embrace our 
commitment to God’s call.  We remain 
faithful to the shared acts of prayer, 
study, and service.  Together we extend 
Christ’s hospitality to others and light 
the path of peace for generations to 
come. 

The mission of Holy Family Parish of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Scranton, 
situated in Luzerne, PA, is to proclaim and 
live the Good News of Jesus Christ.   We, the 
Catholic faithful of Holy Family Parish, in 
union with the universal Church, are called 
by our baptism to continue the mission given 
by Jesus Christ to the apostles.  Empowered 
by the Word of God, formed and nourished 
by the Eucharist, and made bold by the Holy 
Spirit, we go forth and carry His message to 

the world, seeking to manifest God’s transforming love 
through prayer, education, and service to others. 
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THIs WEEK… 
 

• St. Ignatius Church (SIL) is open for 
private prayer Monday-Friday from 
11:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

• Holy Family Church (HF) is open for private 
prayer on Friday following 12:10 PM Mass 
until 6 PM. 

 
 

Sunday, January 22 
7:00 AM Mass (SIL) 

8:00 AM-Noon Parish Breakfast (HF) 
9:00 AM  Mass (HF) 

9:15 AM CCD Class, Grades 1-6 
10:30 AM Mass (SIL) (live-stream) 

6:30 PM CCD Class, Grade 8 

 
Monday, January 23 

9:00 AM Mass (SIL) 
 

Tuesday, January 24 
7:30 AM Mass (SIL) 

12:10 Mass (HF) 
 

Wednesday, January 25 
 7:30 AM Mass (SIL) 
12:10 PM Mass (HF) 

1:00 PM Bible Study (SIL) 
 

Thursday, January 26 
 7:30 AM Mass (SIL) 
12:10 PM Mass (HF) 

 
Friday, January 27 
 7:30 AM Mass (SIL) 
12:10 PM Mass (HF) 

 
Saturday, January 28 

12:00 PM Confessions (SIL) 
4:00 PM Mass (SIL) 

4:00 PM Confessions (HF) 
5:15 PM Mass (HF) 

 
Sunday, January 29 
7:00 AM Mass (SIL) 
9:00 AM  Mass (HF) 

9:15 AM CCD Class, Grades 1-6 
10:30 AM Mass (SIL) (live-stream) 

6:30 PM CCD Class, Grade 7  

1st Reading: Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
The prophet Isaiah describes the anguish of a 
conquered people, but he promises that they will 
triumph and will see a great light as on the “day of 
Midian.” 
 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 
Paul speaks to the Corinthians with both anger and 
indignation because they are quarreling among 
themselves about to whom they should show 
allegiance. Some wish to follow Paul; some, Peter; 
others Apollos; others, Christ. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 
Jesus begins his mission by going to Capernaum, 
fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah. He selects Peter, 
Andrew, James and John as his disciples, inviting 
them to be “fishers of men.” 

THE WORD 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS  

 

January 23-28, 2023 
 

Monday—Weekday 
Heb 9:15, 24-28; Mk 3:22-30 

Tuesday—Francis de Sales, bishop, doctor 
Heb 10:1-10; Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday—Conversion of St. Paul, apostle 
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Mk 16:15-18 

Thursday—Timothy & Titus, bishops 
2 Tm 1:1-8 or Tit 1:1-5; Mk 4:21-25 

Friday—Angela Merici, virgin 
Heb 10:32-39; Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday—Thomas Aquinas, priest, doctor 
Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Mk 4:35-41 
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“I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what 
you say, and that there be no divisions among you, 
but that you be united in the same mind and 
purpose.”  

It seems that not much has changed over the 
centuries. There are still divisions in the Christian 
community, and even in our own faith communities. 
Paul’s call to unity is echoed in the other readings. 

At the heart of the 1st Reading is what should 
unify us: the presence of Christ. It is He who unites 
us, inspires us to work together toward unity, and 
provides us with the joy at what His sacrifice and 
promise for us portends. Jesus’ victory is complete, 
but we must accept that and respond to that. 

St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians concentrates on 
the discord that has developed in the Church there. 
Paul’s point is that Jesus should be the center of our 
faith and the center of our Church. For us as 
Catholics that is the case, but the reality indicates 
that it is not always the reality we experience. Before 
we can eliminate the worldwide factions that have 
arisen through the centuries we must remove any 

conflicts that may exist in our own faith communities. 
Jesus gives us the answer when He says, “Love one 
another.” It is really quite simple. 

The Gospel Reading is the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry in Galilee and then throughout His part of 
the world and then through His disciples in our own 
world. A key part of our Gospel Reading is the onset 
of the Lord gathering His Apostles, as He initially calls 
Peter and his brother Andrew, closely followed by the 
brothers James and John. It is important to note that 
their response was immediate: “At once they left 
their nets and followed him.” There were no debates, 
no discussions, and no long considerations. That is a 
great example to us. Do we hesitate; do we wait to 
become a disciple of the Lord? We should not. If we 
accept Him as our Savior and as the cornerstone of 
our Church, our response, too, should be immediate 
and definite. 

That after all is where division and depression are 
eliminated entirely, with acceptance and agreement 
and obedience. It is never easy, but it is what we are 
called to do as stewards of the Lord’s Church and of 
our faith communities. 

THE LORD’S PORTION 
Thank you, and may God bless you for your continued generosity! Envelopes may be mailed in or dropped in the mailbox at the 

rectory porch of either parish.  You may also place your envelopes for your parish in the collection at any Mass in either church, and 
it will be delivered to the appropriate parish.  

St. Ignatius Loyola 
 
 Sunday Offering ................................... $10,656.00 
E-Offerings ................................................1,289.00 
                           Total…………….……. $11,945.00  
 

 
Amount needed each week to meet expenses: $13,519 

 

 
DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE (Jan. 2) 

 OUR PARISH GOAL: $77,000.  
PLEDGES TO DATE: $61,884.68 (80.37% of goal) 
PARTICIPATION:318 of 1704 families (18.66%) 

Holy Family 
 
Sunday Offering ...................................... $4,713.00 
E-Offerings .................................................. 157.00 
                           Total…………….……. .. $4,870.00  

 

 
Amount needed each week to meet expenses: $5,770 

 
DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE (Jan. 2) 

OUR PARISH GOAL: $40,000.  
OUR PLEDGES TO DATE: $40,619.24  (101% of our goal) 
PARTICIPATION: 185 of 946 parish families (19.56%) 

 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Come after me...”  - Matthew 4:19 

In our crazy, success-driven, materialist world 
we all get caught up in chasing after many 
dreams, wants and ambitions.  Yet, with 
three simple words, Jesus tells us clearly that 
the only one we should be following after is 
Him.  “Come after me,” is not just an 
invitation that Jesus extended to the first 
apostles.  It is an invitation that He extends 
to each of us every day of our lives. 

ONLINE GIVING is now available, 
and signing up is easy! Visit our 
p a r i s h  w e b s i t e , 
www.stignatiuspa.com, and click 
on the green computer mouse 
icon.  That will take you to the 
myEoffering page for St. Ignatius 
Loyola parish. There, you can sign 
up for one-time or ongoing 
contributions. Check it out and 
simplify your giving today! 

ONLINE GIVING is now available, 
and signing up is easy! Visit our 
p a r i s h  w e b s i t e , 
www.holyfamilyluzerne.org Click on 
Online Giving and then on the link in 
that announcement. That will take you 
to the OSV online giving page for Holy 
Family Parish, where you can sign up 
for one-time or ongoing contributions. 
Check it out and simplify your giving 
today! 

STEWARDSHIP 

Collection totals: January 15, 2023 

We are most grateful to all who have prayerfully considered your contributions to the parishes and to the Diocesan 
Annual Appeal. God Bless You! 
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January 23-29, 2023 
 

PRAYER& WORSHIP 

St. Ignatius Loyola  Holy Family  

MONDAY, JANUARY 23 

7:30 AM John Sabol by Prushinski Family 12:10 PM Parishioners’ Intentions 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24 

7:30 AM Stella & Walter Konopke 
     by Florence & Marcella Konopke 

 12:10 PM John J. Handley by Joe, Pat, & Gina Piazza 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25 

7:30 AM Stefania Paciej 
     by Louise Paciej Cheek 

12:10 PM Susan Witkosky by Carol Bennetto 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26 

7:30 AM Mary Crossin Ondis by Children 12:10 PM John Bednarski by Frank & Adele Marks 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27 

7:30 AM John P. Walsh 

     by Dr. Jim & Sharon Rondina 

12:10 PM Charlotte Michel Watchulonis  
     by Judy Vanderpool & Chris 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 

4:00 PM Catherine McCue 
     by Demshock Family 

5:15 PM John J. Dzurek, Jr. by The Karnes Family 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29 

7:00 AM For the People of the Parish 9:00 AM Matilda Moreck 
     by Holy Family Altar & Rosary Society 

10:30 AM Eugene & Dorothy Miller by Family   

THIS WEEK IN MEMORIAM 

 

St. Ignatius Loyola: 

Church Candle: In 
memory of John 
Dwyer by Family. 

Bread & Wine: In 
memory of Elizabeth 
McNavage by Family. 

Holy Family: 

 
Sanctuary Candle: 
In memory of Ann 
Bartorillo by Family. 

Holy Family Parish is most grateful for a recent 
donation in memory of Louis & Agnes Lanzone. 
As always, we express our gratitude to those who 
honor loved ones with a donation to the parish.  

We extend sympathy to the families of 
those in our parishes who have 

recently died, especially Joseph Knapp, 
James Justin Blewitt, and Marlene Uhde. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them.  May their souls, 
and the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
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In our PARISHES 

Our first 2023 Holy Family Parish 
Breakfast is today, Sunday, January 22 from 
8 AM to 12 Noon, featuring all-you-can-eat 
eggs, ham, sausage, pancakes, potatoes, 
fruit, pastries, coffee, tea, and juices for $12 

per adult ($6/under 10). 
Thank you to those who have donated to defray 
the cost of the breakfast! A list of donors will be 
published and posted at the breakfast.  

MARY’S MINISTRY ANNUAL PRO-
LIFE BABY SHOWER , JAN 21- FEB 5 
Boxes are located in 
the back of the 
Church for donations 
of new/nearly new 
baby clothing, 
sleepers, blankets, 
baby wipes, 
washcloths and bath 
items. There is an 
ongoing need especially for diapers (sizes 
1-6). Items need not be wrapped. Baby 
seats, cribs, and swings meeting safety 
standards are accepted. Pack & Plays are 
also in demand. To make a monetary 
donation, please place it in the donation basket during 
the weekend Masses, checks made out to Mary’s Ministry 
with Pro-Life Baby Shower in the memo. For info, please 
contact Mary Stchur (570-288-7320) or Kate Corgan (570
-287-1060). All donations will be distributed through the 
local Pro-Life office and will be given to needy babies in 
our area. May God bless you for helping with this 
important project! 

 

 

 

Jan 22 Parish Breakfast (HF)  

Jan 23 Word Commission Meeting (SIL) 

Jan 25 Bible Study on Angels (SIL) 

Jan 30 Pastoral Council Meeting (HF) 

Feb 1 Knights of Columbus Meeting (SIL) 

Feb 10 Faith-Sharing (SIL) 

Feb 18 Mardi Gras (HF) 

Feb 22 Ash Wednesday 

Mar 10 Penguins Game 

Mar 11-14 Lenten Mission with “Q” 

Mar 19 Spaghetti Supper (HF) 

Mar 22 Altar & Rosary Society Meeting (HF) 

Apr 2 Palm Sunday 

Apr 9 Easter 

May 20 Confirmation 

May 21 First Holy Communion 

May 28 Pentecost Sunday 

Jun 4  Trinity Sunday Concert (HF) 

Jun 22 Railriders Game 

St. Ignatius 
Word 
Commission 
will meet on 
Monday, 

January 23rd at 6:00 p.m. in Bergan 
Hall.  New members are welcome.  
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS next Council 
Meeting is on Wednesday, February 1  at 
7:00 p.m. in Conlan Hall.  Please plan to 
attend. 
 
The next meeting of the Holy Family 
Parish Altar & Rosary Society is on 
Wednesday, March 22 at 7 PM in the 
church hall.  Agenda topics for this 
meeting include election of new officers 
and activities for 2023. 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
MARDI GRAS celebration 
is on Saturday, Feb 18 in 
the Church Hall from 7-11 
PM.  The evening includes 
a dinner provided by Ellis 
Catering, with beer and 

soda provided, BYOB, and music by DJ 
Dakota. Donations of baked good for 
dessert are most welcome! 

Tickets (nonrefundable) are $25 and 
will be available beginning January 22 
after weekend Masses at Holy Family 
or by calling the Office.  Must be 21 or 
older to enter. Tickets must be 
purchased by February 7, and 
seating is limited. NO tickets will 
be sold at the door. 
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FAITH FORMATION 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NOTES 
UPCOMING DATES:   
• Sunday, Jan 29 - Grade 8 

Confirmation  class meeting, 6:30 - 7:30 
pm, Conlan Hall. Students only.  

• Children's Bulletins are available every 
Sunday in the foyer of St. Ignatius Church. 
Each age-appropriate activity sheet is based on the 
Gospel of the Sunday.  

• Children’s Liturgy of the Word is available at the 
10:30 am Mass at St. Ignatius Church. 

2022-23 CCD CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, Jan 22  CCD Class 1-6, 8 

 Family Mass 10:30 am 

Sunday, Jan 29 CCD Class 1-6, 7 

Sunday, Feb 5 CCD Class 1-6, 8 

Sunday, Feb 12 CCD Class 1-6, 7, 

 Family Mass 10:30 am 

Sunday, Feb 19 NO CCD Class 

Sunday, Feb 26 CCD Class1-6, 8 

Sunday, Mar 5 CCD Class 1-6, 7 

Sunday, Mar 12 CCD Class 1-6, 8 

 Family Mass 10:30 AM 

Sunday, Mar 19 CCD Class 1-6, 7 

Sunday, Mar 26 CCD Class 1-6, 8 

Sunday, Apr 2 CCD Class 1-6, 7 

Sunday, Apr 9 NO CCD Class 

Sunday, Apr 16 CCD Class 1-6, 8 

Sunday, Apr 23 CCD Class 1-6, 7 

 Family Mass 10:30 AM 

Sunday, Apr 30 CCD Class 1-6, 8 

Sunday, May 7 CCD Class 1-6, 7 

Saturday, May 20  Confirmation 

Sunday, May 21 First Communion 

 January 29-February 4 
is National Catholic Schools 
Week!  Your support of our 

Catholic Schools throughout the 
year is deeply appreciated. 

 

LOCAL CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSES  

 
GOOD SHEPHERD ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 
316 North Maple Avenue, Kingston, PA  18704 
Sunday, January 29  from 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM 
Bring a friend and meet our teachers and staff. You will 
have an opportunity to speak with fellow parents and get a 
tour from one of our student leaders. Our Guardian Parent 
Teacher Organization, Athletic Association, Gift Certificate 
Program and Brighter Horizon’s Before/After Care will all 
be on hand. Come and experience the GSA difference! 
Please call (570) 718-4724 for more information.  
 
WYOMING AREA CATHOLIC SCHOOL  
1690 Wyoming Avenue, Exeter, PA 18643 (570) 654-7982  
Wyoming Area Catholic School, 1690 Wyoming Ave., 
Exeter, is hosting an Open House on Sunday, January 29, 
2023, 12-2 PM, for new students entering PK – Grade 8 
who are interested in registering for the 2023-2024 school 
year.  Call for more information. 570-654-7982.  Wyoming 
Area Catholic School, “Where We Live, Love and Learn by 
Faith”. 

 
HOLY REDEEMER HIGH SCHOOL 
159 S. Pennsylvania Avenue, Wilkes Barre, PA 18701 
Please call  (570) 829-2442 for a  Private Tour of our 
Regional Catholic High School at any time. 
 

Students will be speaking at Masses on the weekend of 
January 21 and 22 and January 28 and 29. 
Registration is underway for the 2023-2024 academic year! 
Go to www.HolyRedeemerHS.org and click on the New 
Family Registration link. For questions or to set up a 
Shadow Day, call 570-829-2424. 

Looking for a way to share your 
Catholic faith and 
accompany others 
on their own faith 
journey?  
If you are 
interested in 

learning more about assisting 
with the RCIA or RCIC programs 
(Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults/Children) please call 
Deirdre at 570-288-6446.  

http://www.HolyRedeemerHS.org
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FAITH MATTERS 
 

CHRISTIAN UNITY 
  

In order to unite 
with one 
another, we 
must love one 

another; 
in order to love one another, we 
must know one another; 
in order to know one another, 
we must go and meet one 
another. 
  

 These words, known as the 
"Testament of Cardinal Mercier," are 
appropriate for the annual Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity. The Week has been 
celebrated continuously since 1894, 
beginning with the January 18 Feast of the 
Chair of St. Peter and ending with the 
January 25 Feast of the Conversion of St. 
Paul, two dates of tremendous significance 
in Church history.  
 The idea of Christian Unity was 
promoted by an Anglican priest and nun, Fr. 
Paul Wattson and Sister Lurana White, who 
later became Roman Catholics themselves.  
 For years, the popes had urged 
Roman Catholics to pray for Christian unity 
but from the particular stance of return to 
the Roman Catholic Church. But, as this 
focus lacked support from other Christian 
denominations, Catholics and non-Catholics 
could not agree on the meaning of “unity.”   
 In 1935, a French abbot promoted 
prayer for Christian unity on the inclusive 
basis that "our Lord would grant to his 
Church on earth that peace and unity which 
were in his mind and purpose, when, on the 
eve of His Passion, He prayed that all might 
be one." This prayer would unite Christians 
in prayer for that perfect unity that God wills 
and by the means that he wills. This concept 
was reinforced by the Second Vatican 
Council in 1964. 
 Although in its beginnings the Prayer 
for Christian Unity was focused on the 
return of non-Catholic Christians to the 
Roman Catholic Church, its focus has 
become renewal in the Spirit rather than the 
reunion of Churches.  During this week 
especially, but all throughout the year, 
Christians throughout the world pray “that 
all may be one,” echoing the prayer of 
Jesus.   

Italian Dominican theologian Saint 
Thomas Aquinas, whose feast is 
celebrated on January 28, was one of 
the most influential medieval thinkers 
of Scholasticism and the father of the 
Thomistic school of theology. 
Thomas is believed to have been born 
in what is now the Lazio region of Italy 
in 1225. His parents were well-off, but 
as the youngest son Thomas was 
expected to enter the monastery.  

Thomas was introduced to his philosophical 
influences - Aristotle, Averroes, and Maimonides - at 
the university, where he also met John of St. Julian, a 
Dominican preacher who influenced him to join the 
newly founded Dominican Order. When Thomas' 
family learned of his decision, his brothers captured 
him and returned him to their parents, who held him 
captive for a year and tried to keep him from joining 
the Dominican Order.  

Following his escape in 1244, he went to study at 
the University of Paris, where he met Dominican 
scholar Albertus Mangus, the Chair of Theology at the 
College of St. James. Thomas was quiet and seldom 
spoke at the university, leading other students to 
believe he was mentally delayed, but Mangus 
prophetically said, "You call him the dumb ox, but in 
his teaching, he will one day produce such a 
bellowing that it will be heard throughout the world." 

Thomas spent the next two decades teaching 
theology and writing on the faith, becoming the papal 
theologian in 1265. While teaching, Thomas wrote his 
most famous work, Summa theologiae, which he 
believed was particularly useful to beginning students 
"because a doctor of Catholic truth ought not only to 
teach the proficient, but to him pertains also to 
instruct beginners." 

In May of 1274, Thomas was called to the 2nd 
Council of Lyon, where his works for Pope Urban IV 
would be presented. On the way, Thomas became ill 
and stopped at the Cistercian Fossanova Abbey, 
where he received his last rites and prayed, "I receive 
Thee, ransom of my soul. For love of Thee have I 
studied and kept vigil, toiled, preached and taught..." 

Thomas died on March 7, 1274 and was canonized 
on July 18, 1323. His original feast day was March 7, 
the day of his death, but because the date often falls 
within Lent, a 1969 revision of the Roman Calendar 
changed his feast day to January 28, the date his 
relics were moved to Toulouse. Pope Pius V declared 
Saint Thomas a doctor of the church, saying Thomas 
was "the most brilliant light of the Church." 

St. Thomas is often depicted with an open book or 
writing with a quill and is the patron of students and 
all universities. 
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MINISTRIES 

MUSIC 

MINISTRY AVAILABILITY If any Lector or Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion is willing to serve at either Holy Family Parish or St. Ignatius 
Parish, please notify the rectory of Mass preferences. All are welcome to 

serve at either Parish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOLY FAMILY PARISH FOOD PANTRY 
distributes non-perishable food to needy 
families each month. The next distribution will 
be on the last Saturday of January. 

HOLY FAMILY 
MINISTRY SCHEDULES 
LECTORS 

 
 

Jan 28 
5:15 PM  K. Long 

 

Jan 29 

9 AM D. Piekanski 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 
Jan 28 

5:15 PM  B. Dougherty 

 

Jan 29 

9 AM K. Williams 

Delivering Wednesday Meals for 
Mother Teresa’s 
Haven through 
March 2023 
St. Ignatius 
Service 

Commission is looking for volunteers 
to provide a meal each Wednesday 
to the Mother Teresa’s Haven 
shelter. If you are interested in 
participating in this ministry, or if 
you have any questions about 
getting involved, please contact Tom 
Hamill at 570-852-1183. Thank you 
so much for supporting Mother 
Teresa’s Haven!  

LOOK WHO’S IN 
THE  
KITCHEN!  
 
GIVE MSGR. 
TRESSLER’S ALL-
STAR COOKING 
TEAM YOUR VOTE! 
 
50% OF 
DONATIONS WILL 
RETURN TO OUR 
TWO PARISHES! 

• St. Ignatius Choir will begin rehearsals for the Triduum 
on Wednesday, February 15 at 7:30 pm in the church. 
This is a limited commitment, so if you have thought 
about joining before but never did, please consider giving 
it a try for the next several weeks!  The second rehearsal 
will be on Wed. March 1 at 7:30pm. For more information 
please contact Rob at robertyenkowski@kings.edu or 570-
479-1886. 

• Holy Family Parish Choir spring rehearsals will begin 
on Thursday, March 2 at 6:30 PM.  The choir will prepare 
for Holy Week and Easter as well as our annual spring 
concert, this year on Trinity Sunday, June 4. 

mailto:robertyenkowski@kings.edu
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St. Ann Chapel Information 
“To live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed often.” 

St. John Henry Cardinal Newman 
St. Ann Chapel was established in 1940 by Father McGuckin, Pastor of St. Ignatius Loyola Parish (1938-

1943) in the Westmoor section of Kingston. The parish of St. Ignatius Loyola, established in 1885, had 
continued to grow, with over 700 students in the catechetical program, and the need for additional Masses to 
accommodate the faithful in a location on the east side of Wyoming Avenue was deemed necessary. At that 
time, St. Ignatius was served by a pastor and 3 assistant pastors. 

By contrast, today our parish religious education program includes approximately 120 students, we are 
able to accommodate the present attendance at our Masses held at St. Ignatius of Loyola Church, and our 
pastoral team includes a pastor, an assistant, and a permanent deacon.   

Over the past fifty years, several major events in the Wyoming Valley, the diocese, and the world have 
occurred, all of which directly impact our present situation.   

• In the late 1960’s the Wyoming Valley West School District was created.  The school district serves 
students from nine boroughs: Courtdale, Edwardsville, Forty Fort, Kingston, Larksville, Luzerne, 
Plymouth, Pringle, and Swoyersville. Wyoming Valley West School District encompasses approximately 14 
square miles, with St. Ignatius of Loyola Church in the center of that area. Crossing the old town 
boundaries suddenly became easier, and many of the families of these students who now attended 
school together also began to cross parish boundaries.  

• The devastating Agnes Flood in 1972 impacted our beloved Kingston parishes – St. Mary Annunciation, 
St. Hedwig, and St. Ignatius of Loyola -  and inflicted unimaginable destruction to all the buildings 
(churches, rectories, schools, convents) as well as our entire local community.  This drastically changed 
the footprint of the Catholic parishes in the Wyoming Valley.  However, with the rebuilding from that 
disaster came improved roads and transportation, making it easy to travel throughout the community. 
Parishes throughout the Valley began to see more movement of faithful attending other Masses at other 
parishes. 

• Called to Holiness and Mission (2007-2009), the reorganization of the parishes within the Diocese of 
Scranton, began with the intent of pastoral planning for the future given the changing demographics of 
our diocese. During this time period our parish underwent two consolidations due to demographics; the 
first was with St. Hedwig parish in 2007 and the second was with St. Mary Annunciation parish in 2008.  
Both of those churches were closed and removed from sacred use. During this time it was determined 
that St. Ann Chapel would remain open as a worship site for two Sunday Masses (7:00 a.m. & 8:30 
a.m.).  Daily Mass in the Chapel was eliminated, and funeral Masses and wedding ceremonies were no 
longer celebrated in that location. 

• The COVID-19 pandemic lockdown of our church buildings began in March 2020. When we were finally 
able to reopen for public Masses, we had detailed health and safety protocols to follow in order to ensure 
the wellbeing of all in attendance. The need for social distancing and frequent sanitization ruled out the 
use of a small worship site. At that time, it was determined that  the 7:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. Masses 
would be celebrated at St. Ignatius of Loyola Church, allowing us to have adequate distancing and 
sanitization as required after each Mass, with new filters installed for the air conditioning system for 
proper ventilation and adherence to other protocols. The Chapel has not been in use since March 2020. 

• In response to the VISION 2030 Blueprint, a proactive initiative based on detailed demographic/statistical 
information, the Diocese of Scranton created a linkage between Holy Family Parish, Luzerne and St. 
Ignatius Loyola Parish, Kingston as of July 1, 2022.  The transition team developed a new Mass schedule 
to serve both parish communities using the St. Ignatius and Holy Family church buildings. The new Mass 
schedule has been working well, and since both of those churches comfortably seat 350-400 adults, there 
is sufficient available seating at each Mass to accommodate worshippers, with adequate parking as well.  

We believe that the impact of the COVID pandemic, along with the new linkage, requires us to be faithful 
stewards.  After consultation with the Parish Pastoral Council, Parish Finance Council, Transition Team, and 
an Advisory Committee on St. Ann Chapel, we prayerfully recognize the need to formally close St. Ann 
Chapel. While it met the needs of a growing parish in the early 20th century, over time both the needs and 
the face of the faith community have changed. Following the formal closure, the future of the property will 
be determined, while ensuring that the integrity of the neighborhood is maintained along with the Kingston 
Borough guidelines.   

On Wednesday evening, February 8, 2023  a meeting will be held to answer any questions and/or 
concerns in Conlan Hall at 6:30 p.m.  Thank you for your prayers, support, and understanding regarding this 
matter.  ~ The Pastoral Team, Pastoral Council, and Chapel Committee of St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish 
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IN OUR COMMUNITY 

PALMS FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 
On Ash Wednesday, Feb 22, each 
of us will be visibly Catholic 
marked by an ashen cross on the 
forehead.  This symbol is not only 
a sign of public penance, but also 
our link to Palm Sunday of last 
year.  The ashes will come from 

the blessed palm we have had in our homes since last 
year.  It will be burned and the resulting ash used to 
sign the faithful as the beginning of Lent.  Baskets for 
palm branches will be available next weekend in both 
Churches.  We encourage your participation in this 
aspect of our Lenten liturgy. 
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